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The 2000 Delta Golden Wings Reunion began on Saturday, September 23™ at the
Harrisburg Pennsylvania Marriott. Unfortunately, the hotel staff reneged on their commitment to
provide us with a meeting room in which to set up our registration tables and placed us in the
cramped hallway near the elevators and a doctors convention. Fortunately OUR Staff, being the
good troops that they are, soldiered on and was able to provide the incoming attendees with all the
amenities they had prepared for them. It was obviously a poor start which meant that things could
only get better.

Later that evening, we were entertained at our Bavarian buffet with a six piece German
Band that played not only many German tunes but also anything that might be requested. There
was a lot of laughing and bumping going on, as well as a darling little girl from a wedding party
nearby who became bored at the wedding and came in and gave us a delightful impromptu dance
routine of her own.

Our day at thr Air and Space Museum was outstanding. We were blessed with having the
most knowledgeable and entertaining Docent employed at the museum. This fellow is a U.S.
Airlines Captain that works at the museum only on weekends and we were fortunate enough to be
there on a Sunday morning. Rather than go on I will sum up the experience with this commentary.
One of our people came up to me afterwards and said, “I have been to this place 10 times, but
today was the first time that [ came away feeling that I really learned what there is to see here, and
to understand more about the people that turned their ideas and dreams of flight into reality.”

There were 168 folks that took part in the tours, buffets and banquet at the Delta Golden
Wings 2000 Reunion in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The weather behaved very nicely in that it
rained only once and that was immediately after we had completed our tour of the Gettysburg
Battlefield. It is difficult for me to find appropriate words to describe my feelings as I looked
across those grassy fields and envisioned the totai dedication and common heroism that took place
there on those three fateful days of our nations history. [ am sure that not one of those 23,000 men
of valor that were killed and wounded on those fields of hallowed ground had any idea that the
outcome of the battle would not only determine our nations history, but would in turn, change the
course of world history. Surely each man’s hopes and fears were more immediate, family, home,
loved ones, their way of life and most of all their strong sense of honor. Many years later it would
be that very same sense of honor that would sustain our Army, Air Force, Navy and Marines at
Anzio, the Bulge, the skies over Europe and the Pacific, lwo Jima, Okinawa etc. It was a stirring
moment to be that close to ail those men of honor. One that I will not soon forget.

Due to the rain that evening we shifted our planned pool side pizza party to Salon A and
everything continued on normally. It seemed that everyone had brought a healthy appetite to the
party. For example after we left the battlefield we had a large lunch at the Dobbin House Tavern in
Gettysburg. Later that evening at the pizza party we consumed 52 Pizza Hut pizzas, 100 plus
funnel cakes, a large buffet selection of various fresh fruit, i.e. cantaloupe, watermelon, honeydew
melon, grapes and strawberries along with an open bar. The only thing left on the fruit tray were a
few seeds. Everyone really had a great time that day and I don’t believe that anyone had any
trouble sleeping that night.

The annual business meeting began promptly at 9:30 in the Pennsylvania Room with just
about everyone being present and accounted for. We began with the pledge of allegiance to the
flag followed by the reading of the names of those that have taken their final flight west this past
year. The most discussed topic of the day was the possibility of retirees acquiring S-3 Pass
privileges. Those speaking for and against seem pretty well balanced and although it is universally
opposed by the majority of the active employees, especially ALPA, it is not a completely closed
issue and will be pursued further. The president will continue to try and meet with the various
department heads to point out that their fears of a drastic reduction of the number of available seats
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for active employees would not occur and that a once a year S-3 would be beneficial to all when
they retire.

The final two items of the agenda were the selection of the reunion site for 2003 and the
election of the officers for the coming year. The city of Cincinnati was selected over the cities of
Austin and New Orleans, and the officers elected were:

Capt. Frederick W. Miller, Jr. President — ! year term.
Capt. William R. Felini Vice - President — 1 year term.
Capt. Wm. “Eddie” Knox Secretary — 2 year term.
Capt. John J. Pilger Treasurer — 3 year term.

Bob Schorr made a presentation of a DC-3 model along with photos of ship 41 and two
baseball caps with embroidered DC-3 notations during the pizza party. Then at the business
meeting he gave an enlightening talk recapping the restoration of our historic aircraft as well as the
Delta Museum. This past summer ship 41 has been traveling around the system delighting all who
have seen and ridden her. Without a doubt she is the worlds best example of the aircraft that made
commercial aviation a viable reality in our generation.

Bonnie McCullough spoke concerning the possibility of establishing an Internet web page
for the membership to use on a daily basis. It was pointed out that there is no end to the
possibilities that can be made available to us with this system. The only limitations to this program
is how much we want it to do for us which will determine how much it will cost to set it up and use
it.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM at which time everyone retired to the rear of the
room for their “Taste of Tennessee” Tipsy Cake that Ann Miller had baked. A wrapping party
consisting of Ginny Hodge, Sylvia Knox, Nancy Crispe, Wanda Haskins, Mary Felini, Pat
Vorderbruggen and Olga Maynard was held the evening prior to insure freshness and retain the
flavor. The Marriott kitchen staff had graciously stored the cakes in the hotel refrigerator to keep
them from spoiling, however with all of the “preservative” they had in them I don’t believe that
there was much of a chance for that to happen.

On our last evening we were entertained by a banjo playing musician/comedian named Al
Smith. (No relation to the infamous New York Mayor) Al was our age and his jokes and stories
brought back many memories that kept everyone in a state of laughter, which proved my theory
that you don’t have to be dirty to be funny. As a matter of fact later that night as we were packing
things up after the banquet Ann chastised me about something whereas I immediately pointed my
finger at her and said, “That’s ONE!” (Only those in attendance know what that was about.)

The Music City of Nashville Tennessee hosted the Delta Golden Wings Reunion of
2001. Despite the tragic events of September 11%, experienced by our nation 217 members of the
Delta Air Lines Golden Wings exemplified our national resolve to not allow those who would
deprive us of our freedom to do so.

It all started two days before the actual reunion was to begin. Fifteen couples boarded a
single bus for dinner at Mere Bulles, which is an upscale restaurant located in the heart of the
Nashvilie entertainment district. Upon our arrival we were ushered into a private dining room and
treated to a very fine dinner consisting of a tasteful house salad followed by a choice of Grilled
GOV Chicken or Slow Roasted Prime Rib with seasonable vegetables. We were then served a
dessert called Chocolate Decadence which I found to be very appropriately named.

We then re-boarded our bus and were taken to the famous Ryman Auditorium where we
were all seated together at the front of the balcony to enjoy the “Tammy Wynett Show.” The
performance portrayed Tammy’s rise from obscurity to stardom and the pressures and heartbreak
that she experienced along the way. [’m sure that the ladies of our group were sympathetic to the
fact that having five husbands can surely wear almost anyone down. The singers that portrayed
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