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The 1980 reunion agenda of festivities returned to the normal pattern of things. The host
hotel was the San Antonio Marriott located adjacent to the once-infamous River Walk which the
city fathers have over the past several years, turned from a real detriment, to the beautiful park-like
waterway that it is today. The dining and shopping facilities that now exist along these scenic little
vistas are enjoyed by locals and tourists alike.

The Executive Board meeting took place at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 12" in the
Houston Room



The next day, Monday October 13" began with the registration table receiving and
processing the first of the members at 10:00 AM sharp. Soon the entire Houston Room was filled
to overflowing with quite a few noisy happy campers welcoming each other to what has become
the event of the year. This went on until 5:00 PM when the scene shifted to the Terrace for the
traditional get-acquainted cocktail party.

The General Business meeting took place the following day from 9:00 AM untii 11:00
AM. After adjournment, the membership was free to enjoy whatever activity they wished until 7:30
PM at which time they embarked on a river cruise with dinner served on board. Apparently
everyone was rather well behaved as there is no mention in the subsequent newsletters of anyone
getting wet or seasick, or . . . just sick.

Sleeping in late was the order of the day for Wednesday the 15™ as nothing was scheduled
as a group activity. Golf, shopping, touring the Alamo, or just plain relaxing took place until 6:00
PM that evening when the Delta-hosted “Fellowship Hour” cocktail party got underway. This
naturally was followed by the Golden Wings banquet at 7:00 PM which lasted until around
midnight after which the main group broke up into a few small foursomes that closed up the hotel
bar.

On Thursday morning, the membership in attendance voted the following gentlemen into
office for the year of 1981:

Stewart W. Hopkins, President 1-year term
?

M. J. “Mack” Long, Jr., Secretary 2-year term
Harrison E. Croft, Treasurer 3-year term

The normally cool, wet, and fascinating city of Seattle Washington was selected to be the
next site of the Delta Golden Wings reunion.

The 1981 reunion needs to be filled in. The only documentation that I have found at this

time is an amendment to the by-laws regarding Section 11l whereas widows were to pay 50% of the
normal $15.00 annual dues, which is $7.50.

Also, the following gentlemen were elected to hold office:

Tommy S. Bridges, President 1-year term
Herlong Averett, Vice President 1-year term
Mike J. “Mack” Long, Secretary 2" year of 2-year term
Harrison E. Croft, Treasurer 2" year of 3-year term.

The 1982 Golden Wings reunion began in the bright chilly air of the beautiful eastern
slopes of the Rocky Mountains at Colorado Springs. Framed by the rugged mountains and crystal
blue skies, the shimmering gold leaves of the ever present aspens welcomed the happy travelers to
the pristine accommodations awaiting them at the Antlers, the sister hotel to the famous
Broadmoor Hotel. The travel weary members found themselves surrounded by unexpected
elegance as they began arriving on Monday, September 20™. Along with an excellent view of Pikes
Peak, the Antlers also boasted of a gourmet dining room, “The London Grille” as well as the “Cafe
Plaza” coffee shop, and a night club, “The Piccadilly”. That evening the real festivities began with
the traditional get acquainted cocktail party held in the, where else?, Colorado Room. Partaking of
the forthcoming good times were 218 jovial, eager, fun-seeking attendees.

Tuesday, the 21* was Delta Day. Busses began loading up at 10:00 AM to begin an all-
day tour that included a stop at the Air Force Academy Surely the sights and sounds of the this
marvelous academy stirred a few old hearts into beating a little faster as they silently remembered
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their own Air Corps Cadet days. A lot of things change, but a lot of things remain the same. After
tunch at the Officers Club, the entourage proceeded on to the Garden of the Gods and from there to

the Flying W. Ranch for dinner and the famous “Wrangler” show.

The next morning, the general business meeting took place in the Colorado Room at
10:30 AM at which time the next year’s officers were elected:

John Leedy, President 1-year term
John Robb, Vice President 1-year term
Mike J. “Mack” Long, Secretary 2" year of 2-year term
Harrison E. Croft, Treasurer 3-year term

It was also determined at this time that the city of choice for the next Golden Wings
reunion was to be Montreal, Canada.

At the conclusion of the meeting, everyone was free to explore their own personal
interests throughout the rest of the day as their energies permitted. These activities ranged from
sightseeing (Royal Gorge was nearby) possibly some last minute shopping (presents to take home
for the grandkids) and maybe a good bit of napping and sitting around in the lobby conversing.
Soon it was time for Delta’s hosted “Fellowship Hour” cocktail party followed by the always
enjoyable banquet. Al! too soon it was all over for another year.

Montreal has been selected as your next year’s reunion site. Dodie and Gene Croft and
Dottie and I ( John Leedy ) are going up the first part of November to make final plans. We can
assure you that you will have a wonderful time without a great expense. (excerpt, Delta Golden
Wings Newsletter #51, October 1982)

Norman Topshe wrote the following words of encouragement for all to attend at the
upcoming Montreal reunion.

If you thought the Golden Wings convention in Colorado Springs was a good one last
year, wait and come to Montreal in September. Listed herein are some of the great reasons to
come and join the festivities with your old time friends and colleagues:

Free booze on Sunday.

You will not be bothered by locusts in September in Montreal.

The weather is always great that time of year, not too hot or too cold
The muggers always vacation in the South of France during September.
The famine will definitely be over by then

You will avoid cutting grass or doing other odious housework.

You can buy a drink for your fellow pilot who lent you money last year
Free food and booze on Tuesday.

Enjoy what Dodie Croft and John Leedy have so meticulously planned for you, you
will be pleasantly surprised.

(excerpt, Delta Golden Wings Newsletter #54, July 1983 )

A e AT

1983 Golden Wings reunion took place in the beautiful city of Montreal beginning on
September 18™ through September 20™ with an extra day, the 21 for those who wished to take the
post reunion bus trip to Quebec City.

Sunday was again the annual get-together day at the registration tables with the traditional
cocktail party taking place at 6:00 PM and although the official closing time was 7:30 PM, is was
much later than that when the groups of four and six and maybe even eight finally said good-night
and went off to bed.

At 10:00 AM Monday, the bus tour to the Lourantian Mountains departed the hotel with
every seat occupied with either a sleepy or a bright eyed and bushy tailed Golden Winger.
However it wasn’t long before the cool mountain air and the spectacular scenery had everyone up
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and enthralled by what they were seeing. A beautiful buffet luncheon was served at the L’Estere]
Hotel which is situated overlooking a gorgeous lake.

The general membership business meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM on Tuesday,
September 20", The following changes were made to the by-laws:

Article 1V, Section 3, third line: Delete, “or Board of Directors”. Add: The President or
his designated appointee shall sign a bank signature card enabling him to take over the position
of Treasurer in the event the Treasurer becomes unable to fulfill his duties. This person shall
reside in the same domicile as the Treasurer.

Article IV, Section 5, Rewrite entire section:
The duties of the Secretary are to record the minutes of the Executive Board meetings and those of
the reunion business meeting and to execute such other duties as assigned by the president.

Article IV, Section 6, Rewrite entire section:

The duties of the Treasurer are to handle the organization’s financial affairs, to keep a
current roster of members and their addresses, to submit a current statement of account at each
reunion, to distribute membership cards to paid up members and to provide the President with
delinquent dues information

Article V: Delete entire section, Renumber: Article VI, VII, and VIl as V, VI VIIL

Article VI, Section 5, Second sentence, Rewrite to read:
Should the President become unable to serve during his term of office he shall be replaced by the
Vice President until a new President is elected at the next reunion. Should any other officer
become unable to serve during his term of office he will be replaced by vote of the Executive
Board until election at the next reunion. (excerpt, Delta Golden Wings Newsletter # 55, November
1983.)

The last matter of business was the election of the officers for the coming year which
were:

John Leedy, President 1-year term

Jack McMahan, Vice President 1-year term

Mike J. “Mack” Long, Secretary ~ 2-year term

Harrison E. Croft, Treasurer 2" year of 3-year term

On Tuesday, Delta management again hosted the “Fellowship Hour” preceding the annual
banquet in the main ballroom of the 1.’Esterel Hotel. We all owe Bill Anderson, District Sales
Manager, Hilton, Canada, a great big “Thank you” for providing for us so well. He is a very
wonderful and special person. (excerpt, Delta Golden Wings Newsletter #55 November 1983 )

The stay over day, September 21%, started briskly with the loading of five busses at 10:00
AM for a tour of Quebec City. It was truly a delightful step back in time visiting the only walled
city remaining in Canada. The strongly European French architecture delighted the eye as the
aromas of the bakeries and restaurants delighted the nose, while the camaraderie within our group
of explorers delighted the heart. We had a wonderful time, but once again it was over too soon,
and it was time to return home.

The Sixteenth Annual, 1984 reunion was held at the Salt Lake City, Westin Hotel from
Sunday, October 7™ through Tuesday the 9™ Two hundred members were in attendance greeting,
cajoling, reminiscing and telling of their adventures “on the road” during the past year. The only
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